Newspaper Clips

June 7, 2012

Times of India ND 7/06/2012 P-13

[IT alumni write to PM,
Sibal claims senates’ nod

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A section of the
IIT alumni wrote to PM Man-
mohan Singh on Tuesday op-
posingthecommon IT-JEE ex-
~ am from next year even as the
government said that facts
. werebeing misrepresented.

; Human resource develop-
- ment minister Kapil Sibal said
- that the decision had been tak-
- en by the joint council of the
- OTs,NITsandIlITsandhad the
. supportof fourof thesevenIIT
- senates. Sibal said that he had
. categorically said at the IIT
. council meeting that if “there
» is a single dissent” he will not
- go ahead with the proposal.
: “The council consists of the
. IITs, the IIITs and the NITs.
: There was not a singledissent.
. It was unanimously adopted.
i Therefore, Iwentforward,” the
minister said.

) Ve

FRESH CONTROVERSY

“Ihad alsosaid the views of
the senate would be taken into
account. And will not move for-
ward till their views are taken
into account. Their views were
taken into account,” he said.

Last week, Sibal had said
that from 2013, aspiring candi-
dates for II'Ts and other central
institutes like NITs and IITs
will have tosit under new a for-
mat of common entrance test
which will take plus two board
results intoconsideration.

This was not a government
decisionandalldirectorsof1IT,
NIT, and IIT sitting together
said that “this was a right deci-
sion”, Sibal said.

“There is a statute. Under
the statute, there is a council.
And a decision is taken under
the statute by the council. I, as
the minister, happened to be
the chairman of the council,”
he said. Sibal said out of seven,
four senates agreed to the deci-
sion. Senates points were tak-
en intoaccount.

“Guwahati, Kharagpur,
Madras and Roorkie were the
four supporters of it. Inciden-
tally, as far as Bombay is con-
cerned, they also supported,”
he said. IIT Delhi and Kanpur
are opposed to the move. Inci-
dentally, over 50 senate mem-
bers from IIT Delhi have writ-
ten to their director asking for
aspecial meeting.
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IIT-DELHI ALUMNI
WRITE TO PM
OVER JOINT TEST

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 6

The IIT-Delhi Alumni
Association has written to
Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, attack-
ing HRD minister Kapil
Sibal over the national
entrance test for engineer-
ing courses. In its letter to
the PM, the association has
said that “IITs are being
destroyed by mindless tam-
pering by people in the
HRD ministry.”

The association has
warned that decisions like
forcing a common entrance
exam for all engineering
colleges not only affect the
autonomy of IITs, but its
world-renowned brand as
well. The association has
sought the intervention of
the Prime Minister in
resolving the issue.
However, reacting to the
letter HRD minister Kapil
Sibal said, “I have not failed
on my promise. This is a
misrepresentation of facts.”

“I had said even if there is
one dissent in the IIT
Council, I will not take the
proposal forward. This is
not a government decision.
It was a unanimous deci-
sion taken by the council,”
he added. He said the coun-
cil also had the approval of
four of the seven IITs sen-
ates Kharagpur, Guwahati,
Roorkee and Chennai who
are in favour of the new
exam. “Incidentally, as far
as Bombay is concerned,
they also supported,” Mr
Sibal added.

The association has been
threatening to take the gov-
ernment to court for
impeding upon the autono-
my of IITs and introducing
a national entrance test for
engineering courses.

Pol & Business Daily ND 07-Jun-12
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Centre rejects

critics over new

JEE test format

PBD BUREAU/PTI -

NEW-DELKI, JUNE 6

'GOVERNMENT today rejetted
‘criticism of the decision to have a

common’ IIT-JEE examination
from next year, saying it' was
approved without dissent at the
IIT Council meeting and had the

.backing of the senates of four of
‘the seven Indian Institutes of

Technology.

As IIT alumni wrote to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh com-
plaining against the move, HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal termed it as

“complete misrepresentation of
facts" by them.

He told reporters that he had
categorically said at the IIT coun-
cil meeting that if "there is a single
dissent” he will not go ahead w1th
the proposal.

“The council consists of the ILTs,
the IIITs and the NITs. There was
not a single dissent. It was unani-

mously adopted Therefore, I went -

forward,” the Minjster said. «

| had also said the views of the-

senate would be taken into

account. And will not move for- .

ward till their views are taken into
account. Their views were taken
into accoun},” he said. .
. Last week, ‘Sibal had
announced that from 2013, aspir-
ing candidates for IITs and other
central “institutes like NITs and

1IITs will have to sit under new a*
format of common entrance test

which will also take plus two
board results into consideration.
" This was not a government
decision and all directors of IIT,
NIT, and IIIT sitting together
unanimously said that "this was a
right decision," Sibal said. ..”
"There is a statute. Under the
statute, there is a council. And a
decision is taken under the statute
by the council. I, as the Minister,
happened to be the chairman of
the council,” he said.
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New JEE got council nod: Sibal

HT Correspondent

w letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Wednesday rejected criticism
of a decision to have a common
IIT-JEE examination from next
year, stating that it was
approved without dissent at an
IIT Council meeting, and had
the backing of the senates of
four of the seven 11Ts.

Even as IIT alumni wrote to
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh against the move, HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal said, “The

SOME MINISTERS SAID
THAT lITs, IN THE LONG
TERM, MUST ADOPT THE
SAME FORMAT AS OTHER

CENTRALINSTITUTIONS

council consists of I[ITs, IIITs
and NITs. There was not a sin-
gle dissent. It was unanimous-
ly adopted. Therefore, I went
forward.”

According to sources, some
ministers even opined that IITS,

in the long term, should adpt
the same format as other ¢-
tral educational institutio:

The states have been aspd
to convey their decision onfie
year of joining in the commn
admission process and the pl-
ative weightages to normalipd
Class XII Board marks, pr-
formance in JEE-Main and
Advanced by June 30.

Sibal, however, was non-c-
mittal about a demand to
the selection criteria for e
same as that for other instities.

Hindu, ND 7/06/2012

P-14

WITH PTI INPYS

JEE will hurt IIT autonomy, alumni tell PM

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHE: The Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology alumni
association here has written
to Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh seeking his inter-
vention in keeping the IITs
out of the purview of the joint
entrance examination (JEE)
lest it “undermine the auton-
omy” of the premier institu-
tions and also “adversely
impact” standards of
students. |

“Since you are the execu-
tive head of the country, we
feel we shall be failing in our
duty to the nation should we
not apprise you of our con-
cerns on this matter and ear-
nestly expect a solution to
the same in a democratic and
transparent manner,” said
Somnath Bharti, coordina-
tor, HTians for 1ITs Autono-
my and president, IIT Delhi
Alumni Association.

On May 28, Human Re-
source Development Kapil

Sibal announced a JEE for

admission to all undergradu-

ate courses in engineering in-
cluding the IITs, claiming all
IIT Councils had agreed to
the proposal. The IIT alumni
and faculty, though, have
been opposing it,
Responding to the devel-
opments, Mr, Sibal said five
of the seven IIT Senates —
the highest decision-making
bodies — had supported the
proposal. The only dispute
was over IITs having control

over the entrance examin-
ation, which has been agreed
upon. The demand that
school marks be not counted
in,the final assessment for
IIT admissions was also ac-
cepted. The IITians for IITs
Autonomy, the support
group by the IIT alumni,
pointed out in the letter to
Dr. Singh that the institutes
were created by Jawaharlal
Nehru to bring technological
excellence and leadership for
India.

Page 3 of 14




Pioneer ND 07/06/2012

p-1

II'Ts being destroyed by
HRD Minis__gry;__ Alumni

Seek an urgent
appointment
with PM on JEE

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA m
NEW DELHI

he alumni association of

the IIT has written to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
attacking HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal over his one-nation-one-
exam policy for engineering
entrance. The association writes:
“lITs are being destroyed by
mindless tampering pet:fale
in the HRD Ministry” It also
warned that decisions like forc-
ing a common entrance exam
for all engineering colleges not
only affected the autonomy of
IITs but also its standing as
world-class brand,

i
"
i
i
i
i
i
1

The alumni as ,ciatton
drew the PM’s 2’.ention to
Jawaharlal Nehrus vision and
dream to bring technological
excellence and leadership to
India for which he set up the
IITs as autonomous institu-
tions. “But surely their auton-

“omy is being destroyed because

of the short-sighted approach
of MHRD, which is not head-
ed by an educationist, a prob-
lem which you may in your
wisdom like to address urgent-
Iy the letter said.

II'Ts being destroyed...

From Page 1

Targeting Sibal, the associ-
ation complained to the PM
that the HRD Minister in a
recent meeting with the asso-
ciations had agreed he would
not go ahead with the new for-
mat even if there is one dissent.
“But he went ahead in an auto-
cratic manner;” the letter said.

Seeki.nﬁwan urgent appoint-
ment with the PM for a solution
in d democratic and transparent
manner, the association said
that IIT alumni across the world
were deeply aggrieved with this
situation and have given them
the mandate to do all that is nec-
essary to remedy the situation.

Sibal rejected criticism of
the decision to have a common
I1T-JEE examination from next
year, saying it was 'apgroved
without dissent at the IIT
Council meeting and had the
backing of the senates of four
of the seven IITs. “The coun-
cil consists of the II'Ts, the IIITs
and the NITs, There was not a
single dissent. It was unani-
mously adopted. Therefore, I
went forward,” the Minister

said on the sidelines of the
CABE meeting the Capital.

“I had said that the views of
the senate would be taken into
account, Their views were taken
into account,” he said. Sibal

“Ingtead of working to
improve school education, its
standards have been lowered by
eliminating Board examina-
tions for Class X and now to
improve the commitment of
students to school education,
steps are being taken which
would in fact further lower the
standard of intake to the IITs.
The MHRD initiatives in 2005
lowered the standards of intake
to the I1Ts. None of the reasons
outlined for making these
changes were achieved.
Without analysing the same,
changes now being pushed
through, in great haste, even
though the Senates of IIT; have
opposed the same, will further
create serious problems for
maintaining the standards
expected from IITs,” the letter
of the association said.

Continued on Page 4

added out of seven, four senates
agreed to the decision formally.
Senates ;.)‘onts were taken into
account, “Guwahati, Kharagpur,
Madras and Roorkie were the
four sugﬁorters to the plan.

Incidentally, as far as Bombay is
concerned, they also supported,”
he said.
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Common entrance exam

- Respect IITs’ autonomy

UR roads remain workable, thanks to the patchwork done

here and there to avoid catastrophes. So can our higher

education system, believes Human Resource Development
Minister (HRD) Kapil Sibal, who is adamant about implementing
the common entrance examination for all engineering colleges from
2013. This insistence on his part ensures that premier institutions
like IITs resort to patchwork in a rush to implement his will. The
faculty for 14 IITs, barring Guwahati and Patna, their administra-
tive' bodies' afd“powerful’ alumni associations have''opposed the'
dedisiornt of tiéHilnistér, stating they arb'nidt Prepaved o itdpteriet >
the new one-nation, one-exam policy in a rush. '

Every year over five lakh students take the entrance exam for 10,000
seats 1n ITTs. The proposed common entrance exam will have two
- steps — ‘main’ and ‘advanced’. The results of class 12 board exams
will also play a decisive role. The ministry had proposed a 40:30:30
formula - with class 12 board results counting for 40 per cent, and
the two stages of the entrance exam counting for 30 per cent each.
However, IIT officials objected and won the right to form their own
formula. Starting next year, IITs will give equal weight (50 per cent
each) to class 12 results and to the performance of the candidate in
the main exam. Some 50,000 short-listed students will then move
on to the-advanced exam. . ST -
The assurance given by Sibal that the common entrance exam will

reduce the pressure on students and discourage coaching centres has
met with resistance from the faculty of IITs. They say both the
processes and content of the new examination will not be clear to
them any time soon and insist that in no case the new system should
be introduced before 2014. The HRD Ministry should at least
respect the wisdom of existing jnstitutions of excellence by not med--
dling in their autonomy to implement its ‘political will.’
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COMMON AMBITION

States’ call ror common entrance exam is a welcome
move for both students and student quality

FOLLOWING the IITs’ May 28 decision to
- alter the structure of their entrance exam
toinclude a subjective component, and tak-
ing into account the recommendations of
the T Ramasami committee, calling for a
common engineering entrance exam, all
Indian states (barring two)have backed the
newIIT Joint Entrance Exam (JEE) format
and have called for a common entrance exam for all engineering
colleges in the country. This proposed solution to the problem of
falling standards of IITs and implementing a fair and equitable
test, all the while trying to reduce aspiring students’ stress, is a
goodone, A uniformnational test will certainlymakelife easierfor
the students-—at present, prospective engineering students have
to sit for a large number of tests at national (eg, BITSAT, AIEEE),
state (eg, Karnataka CET, CEE Delht) and institutional (eg, IIT-
JEE, Manipal UGET)levels, Intotal, there are around 150 different
engineering entrance exams to choose from. Further, the renewed
emphasis on the class XII board exams will undermine the grow-
Ing influence of coaching centres—a key reason glven for IITs’
fallingstandards, and infavour of a subjective exam, isthatcoach-
ing centres teach students to crack the multiple-choice exams
withoutdemonstrating their knowledge or ability.

According to the new proposed system, which most states say
will be implemented by 2014, selection will be based on three para-
meters—the class XII board exam, the JEE main exam and the
JEE advanced exam, with a 40:30:30 weightage, respectively. This
might prove to be a rigorous and equitable solution, since the
board exam ensures un iformity, and the multiple-choice main ex-

amand subjective advanced exam both should ensureahighqual-
ity of studentsselected. ,
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States ‘fail’
Sibal’s no

fail policy

By Mall Today Bureau in New Delhi

THE ‘No Detention’ rule under the
Right to Education (RTE) came
under attack from the states on
Wednesday as they blamed the pol-
icy of unhindered promotion till |
~ Class VIII for adversely affecting the |
interest of students in academies.

The issue was raised during the 59th %

meeting of the Central Advisory Board
of Education (CABE), the highest con-

sultative body advising state
and central governments on
education, where the educa-
tion ministers of several states
such as Bihar, Assam, Tripura
and Chhattisgarh used the
platform to inform HRD min-
ister Kapil Sibal that their stu-
dents, especially from back-|
ward and areas, were not’
studying seriously as the Act
forbids detention.

“Parents in our rural and tribal
areas are not taking the initiative
to teach children at home as they
know the child won't fail ” Chhat-
tisgarh education minister Brij-
mohan Agrawal said. *

- However, it seemed that the npin-

isters had misunderstood some of
the provisions of the Act as they
revealed that the government
schools have stopped conducting
examination, although the RTE
Act does not mandate so.
“There's no reason why they
should stop conducting exams
when nowhere in the Act this is
forbidden. The law only states
that you cannot fail a student
on the basis of an exam, It's
worrying if education officials
are interpreting it wrongly,”
CABE member and education-
ist Vinod Raina said.
Nevertheless, the dissent
spurred Sibal into setting up a
committee under Haryana edu-

‘There seemsto
be agapin states’

cation minister Geetal Bhukkal
to “review the implementation
of the Continuous Comprehen-
sive Evaluation (CCE)" in the
context of the ‘No Fail’ policy.
“There seems to be a gap
between the states' under-

Say students not .
. studying seriously

standing of the Act and how we
want it to be implemented. The
committee will look into that,”
Sibal said after the meeting.
Commenting on the states’
misgivings, Arun Kapur, CABE

2 HRD
> minister
pll Sibal

member and Vasant Valley
School director said, “Today we
were reminded that policies are
implemented by bureaucrats
and politicians, not education-

ists. Maybe the ministry should )

train them.”

The CABE members also
endorsed the concept of meta
university and the initiative to
create a credit guarantee fund
with a corpus of 5,000 crore to
ensure better flow of credit to
students. Under this scheme,
up to T4 lakh will be given with-
out any collateral security and
third party guarantee, only par-
ents have to execute the loan
documents as the co-borrower.

A RATHER caustic letter writ-
ten by the alumnl of IIT-Delhl
to Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on Wednesday forced
HRD minister Kapil 5ibal to
break his sllence over the back-
lash from the T fraternity
regarding the Iintroduction of
the common engineering
entrance test from next year,
Dismissing allegations lev-
elled agalnst him, Sibal sald
the alumnl and certaln mem-
bers of the faculty were “mis-
representing” facts and that
everyone’s views were taken

HT alumni criticised the
HRD ministry in the letler.

Into consideration before the
Joint meeting of the counclls
of the IITs, NITs and IITs arrived -
at a decision.

In the missive sent to the PM,
the 1IT-Delhl alumnl has asked
him to intervene, alleging that
15 premier engineering Instl-
tutes “are being destroyed by
mindless tampering of people
in the HRD ministry™. It further
states “changes are now belng
pushed through, In great
haste, even though the sen-
ates of the IITs have opposed
the same". Mail Today
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COMMON ENGINEERING EXAM

+ New and improved?

- Here's a look at the proposed format of the common engineering
= entrance exam 2013 that will cover centrally-funded technical

institutions in its first year

Gl Kbl

W g hablen st 2

e first edithon of the
CvRTTNOn er v ing
entrance Lest will be
imtroduced mext year.

Instessd of apprearing for the
Indian lnstitutes of
Tiwhookosgry Jeint Entrance
Exansination and the All
India Engincering Entrance
Examination separntely, aspi
ramts will now it for just ome
Lot which is Bkely to cover
Central povernement-funded

tevhnical inits

The candidates will now
harve (o take the test that will

b et in two parts on

:

aim mod P wwigh-
eriormance in JEE.

ek
eniain shall b v tiphe
whelor olfective type poper
whervas the nature snd

[
examination — with equal
wightape.

Only & fived number of
wandicates (five times the
nuisnber of the seats for
oxbmission in the T system)

e bnasbs of

first yvar.

These inchade 15 1T, the
Institute of Technobogy
Ranams Hindu University, 0

N o

Indian lnsti

Information Technoozy
(NTTs), architectione schools
and other keading englneer-
gz colleges.

What experts feel

merit would be eligibile for
afmission.

The merit st would be
prvpared on the bass of 3
oullective scone of por
malised schod boand marks
and performance in the JEE
main exumination.

- ranking for admisinn
o uncdergrahiate e
gramumes in [ITs would be

s far as conducling
the testis concemed,
the new formal wil
{ake awaythe
autonomous status
enjoyed by ITs

Saryeew Sanghi, presdimnt,
facutty lorurn, BT Doy

tal of the JEE
ahvanced will be dhetirmined
by the Juint Mdmission
Boand (JAR) of [TTe

e

farvpummed changys will
b effective from 2003, vith
bt 11T sl the Central

basend entirely on the
scrvened candidates’ per-
formance in the JEE
advanced examinat on

Aabminsdon Lo ot bwr oon
trally-funded bechnkeal insti
tutkons soch as the NITs and
the TIITs woshd bee besced s
ranking derived from 0%
it g b mermaalisesd

1

is nol aporopriale

Somnath Bharti,
presadent, 1T Delhi
A Assocston

Bannd of 5 \
Educution (CHSE) worbing
Jointly to fmplenent it

The JAB of the IT system
wokd have romphete control
ovr Lhe academic compo-
mwtils of the reathofal test
suich am paper setting, eahia-

a parat ke of the

will prnciche the
salmindsteat ive and bazietic
sapport for Uhe conchact of
xaminat on scroes e
country:

If at all the new system
is 1o be implemerted, it
should be from 2014

Anand Kurmar of Super 30,
Patna
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CCE, no-detention policy
attacked, panel to review

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELH], JUNE 6

HE no-detention pol-
T icy for school children

right up to Class VIII
under the Right to Education
Act as well as the CBSE’s
Continuous and Comprehen-
sive Evaluation (CCE) system
came under attack from state
education ministers Wednes-
day at a meeting of the newly
reconstituted Central Advi-
sory Board of Education
(CABE).

Human Resource Devel-
opment (HRD) Minister
Kapil Sibal announced that a
CABE committee under the
leadership of Haryana Educa-
tion minister Geeta Bhukkal
would assess implementation
of the CCE in context of the
no-detention provision in the
RTE Act, hold talks with ex-
perts, and submit a report in
three months. _

However, Sibal empha-
sised: “The no-detention pol-
icy is probably not understood
by schools as understood by
us. Everyone agrees that not
having board examinations is
a good idea, but no examina-
tions at all is not acceptable.
Some people think no deten-
tion and CCE mean no exams
~—that is not the case.”

12 ) by
- 3 L
»~ (‘_I.‘;; ¥

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal with Planning Commission
member Narendra Jadhav on Wednesday.

RENUKA PURI

IIT EXAM: SIBAL REGRETS ‘COMPLETE
MISREPRESENTATION OF FACTS'

CABE MEMBER and activist Shabnam Hashmi alleged that schools in
Gujarat have been refusing admission to Muslim children since the 2002
riots. Gujarat Education Minister Raman Lal Bora was quick to dismiss
her allegations. Sibal refused to comment, asking Hashmi to send him

data on the issue.

SIBAL REGRETTED that there was “complete misrepresentation of

facts” on the new JEE format of common entrance exam and that it was
“not a government decision” but one taken unanimously by the T
Council, Speaking on the sidelines of the CABE meeting, he said that at
the core weretwo pdints raised by IIT Senates — ensuring that the test
for admission to Ts was controlled by IITs alone and that school board
weightage should not be part of the final assessment. “These were their,
core demands and we have agreed to them. The only area where there

was variance was that the Senates wanted the new exam format to
come into effect only in 2014 while the IIT Council said they were ready -

to hold itin 2013 itself.”

Several mynisters argued
that not “failing” studentsas a
matter of policy was affecting
the quality of students and
must be reviewed. Bihar Edu-

cation Minister P K Shahi felt -

that the reading habit of stu-
dents had suffered as a result,

while Chhattisgarh’s Brij Mo-
han Agarwal contended that
the impact was being seen in
the “dwindling intellectual
quality” of those clearing
school. Shahi said this system
shouldbe abolished and more
attention given to exams.

While educationist Vinod
Raina clarified that no deten-
tion did not mean no examina-
tion, Secretary, School Educa-
tion, Anhsu Vaish pointed out
that detentions resulted in in-
creased school dropouts.

Others, like Assam Educa-
tion Minister Himanta
Biswas, raised the issue of
CCE implementation in the
context of lack of teachers in
rural areas. So there was little
scope of implementing the
CCE format—involving year-
round assessment of student
performance—Biswas said.

CABE, the apex educa-
tional body, also deliberated
on the proposed National
Mission on Teachers and fi-
nally resolved toset up acom-
mittee under HRD, MoS, D
Purandeshwari to develop the
mission framework, Sibal
rued that even candidates with
B.Ed and D.Ed qualifications
were unable to clear the
Teachers’ Eligibility Test.

The Purandeshwari com-

- mittee will especially look at

ways to train teachers for in-
clusive education and for chil-
dren with special needs. Dis-
ability activist Mithu Alur,
who is a CABE member, had
pointed out that its agenda
had no mention of disabled
children.
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PayPal zooms in on IITs for ‘hi-tech’ hires

T.E.Raja Simhan
Chennai, June 6

PayPal is on a hiring spree
from the Indian Institutes of
Technology. During its first
campus recruitment, it hired
80 graduates from the
country’s premier institute.

This is one of the largest
number of hires by a
multinational product
company from the IITs this
year,

The US-based company
has around 2,250 employees
in its Chennai centre. It plans
to add another 900 people
before the first quarter of
next year. It has also
announced the opening of a

details but industry sources
said a fresher from an IIT

"?,f. _ would earn approximately

Mr Anupam Pﬂ.llll]l. Head,
India Development Centre.
PayPal,

Bangalore centre; nearly
1,000 employees will be
working there in the next 3-5
years, said Mr Anupam
Pahuia, Head, PayPal’s India
Development Centre,

He did not reveal salary

Rs 7 lakh a year. The new
recruits are ‘high-end
technologists’ and will focus
only on product
development. This could be
in areas such as payments,
architecture an
middleware, he said. “From
now on, we will visit the IITs
and other top engineering
colleges every year,” he said.

On Monday, the new
recruits joined PayPal’s
centre at Sholinganallur on
Chennai’s IT corridor.

An electronic board at the
reception displayed the

names of all the recruits, who
also got laptops on joining.
They are on an eight-week

commerce. It acts as a digital
wallet, where one can store
all payment options, such as

‘boot’ camp with 12/14-hour  bank account and credit
daily training before being card.
associated with various Chennai used tobe a

centres of excellence in
centres at Chennai, San Jose, '

delivery centre, taking orders
from architects located in

Boston or Shanghai. other centres,

However, things have
DIGITAL WALLET changed now. The centre
The Chennai centre will now design, develop and
contributes nearly 60 per deploy the al]in'odl.u:ts tobe
cent of PayPal's global - used

product development work.
eBay acquired PayPal in
2002. With 110 million active
accounts in 190 markets and
25 currencies globally,
PayPal enables global e-

On a{tnt:on, Mr Pahuja
said it was ‘unhealthily low’
at around 4 per cent, while it
is almost in double digits at
other productcompanies.

raja@thehindu.co.in
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"We are also looking at tymg up with
Indian universities’

Resolution of the six-year battle between the US-based Chartered
Financial Anafyst {CFA) Institute and the All India Council for Technical
Education has provided the much-needed relief to the former. ASHVIN P
VIBHAKAR, its managing director, Asia Pacific Operations, tells Kalpana
Pathak about the institute's expansion plans in India and how it is
hoping for an earty resolution of its case with ICFAl University. Excerpts:

Did the AICTEverdict come
asasurprise?

At AICTE, its a new commit-
tee and a new administration.
We have been continuously
making our case on who we
are and what we are, and
comparing that against the
regulations that they have,
We are very thankful to
AICTE for re-examining the
situation, And it was the exec-
utive committee of AICTE
which concluded that what
we do, does not fit into the
regulations. Thus, there was
no reason for the court case
and it was resolved.

‘What does this mean for you?
There are multiple things.
From a candidate’s perspec-
tive, there is no uncertainty
now. Earlier, wheh we opened
the registration for exams,
candidates had no idea if we
" would get the nod to take the
exam in India or not, as the
court waited until practically
the last minute to let us know
on the exam front. Qur exam
has a cost structure based on
when you enroll for it. So, the
impact on many Indian stu-
dents was higher expenses.
This change will allow them
enroll early at a lesser cost
and also they will have time
to prepare for the exam. If you
don't receive the material ear-
ly enough, you will not be
able to begin preparing early.
Also, resolution of the case
eliminates the problem of
going to another country to
write the examination.

This also means more
investments inIndla?

One aspect is we are opening
atest centre iri Pune, This will
take our test centres to six in
India. We will continue to
examine where candidates
are coming from and add cen-
tres accordingly. The next
potential centre could be in
Gujarat.

On the academic front, we
continue to work with the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India, and we have
an agreement with the
National Institute of
Securities Market. We will be
making investments in India
to provide a better market
and better transparency fora
stronger market. You will

see many such engage- ‘.~
ments going forward. .. =

‘,.‘

‘academic literature-

that universities as an aca-
demic entity cannot spend a
lot on resources. One of the
things we are trying to do is
provide resources to faculty
so they can see what CFA

, practitioners are thinking and

how they can combine aca-
demic and practicing materi-
al. We want to offer faculty
members scholar- *
ship to do CFA pro- .
gramme, They can
look at it and com-
bine that with their

in terms of how
they teach and
what they teach. 1
think we can create
a better industry with better
practice, and particularly
emphasise on ethics which,
is the last thing academics
emphasise. That is an area we
are looking at. We are also

looking at engaging our prac- '

ticing profession-
als with univer-
sities as
k. counsellors
i and men-

Do you plan to work tors. We
with Indian varsities? 2 f"---. .. are also
Yes. Other than tying ’@ f) examin-
up with our . local ing what
member soclety and " ) we are
Sebi, we are also look- doing in
ing at tying up with other
universities. We countries.
recognise So, we

ASHVIN P VIBHAKAR
MD, CFA, Asia Pacific

Operations

will be bringing that to India,
We would also be giving away
scholarships. With resolution
of the AICTE case, we will be
offering 200-215 scholarships.

Enroliment numbersfor the
CFA programme havebeen
goingupinthe pastyears.
Where do you see thatgoing
forward?
Well yes, the num-
bers should go up
in the long run, but
with some of the
recent events in
India, it is difficult
for me to say what
. would  happen,
Three events
which have taken place inthe
recent past in India may be
negative for our business.
One is the exchange rate.
Since our cost is in dollar
terms, the cost for Indian stu-
dents have gone up due to
declining exchange rate.
Secondly, India's inflation
and unemployment rate has
gone up dramatically in the
recenttimes. Also, the recent
tax regulation has shaken
the finance  findustry
with many of the hedge
funds leaving India, So, we
are not sure what kind of
an impact that will have on
the finance industry, and we
are cognisant of that, In the
short run, the numbers may
not go up but it may in the
long run.

What is the update on your
case with ICFAI University?
We hope to have some
news. We continue towork on
that. We are much and much
closer to a resolution. Our
legal side and their legal
side continue to work
.together.
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India, US can cooperate in education

‘wnsumcrou JUNE & \ﬁ‘

'AHEAD of the next week's
India-US  educotion - dia-
“logie, the tluited States

Education Secretary Arne.

Duncan has said there is
chance to provide a much
bclt(r education for thou-
sands of young rmp]c in
India.

“I think lhc (hll](n;_,m
India faces dwarf -+ make
ours Jook relatively simple.
But ! think there's a chance to
provide a much betier edu-
cation for hundreds- and
hundreds and thousands of
young people in India,”

Dunmn told reporters.at a
White House néws confer-
ence yesterday.

"Whatever we can do to

help as thwy build the next
system of community col-

leges, as they scale upwhat's |
working, as American insti- *

tutions’ slart to set up cam-

puses in India, we wantfo be
. agreat partner,” he said.

_ T just absolutely believe
that a itising tide Tlifts all

boats, And the more young

people across India are get-
ting a world-class education,
that’s a great thing for your
country and for.ours as
well,”  Duncan

said in

response to a question,

The Education Secretary
praised his Indian counter-
part, Kapil Sibal, the Human

" Resources and Development

Minister.

"We have a great working
relationship with my coun-
terpart in India. He is 2 man,

I think, of tremendous vision *

and courage,” Duncan sa1d_

‘Next week, Sibal and the -

US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton would host the next
round of ©  India-US
Education Dialogue. . -
The Education Summit

" will focus on two key areas: -
- advanced research and inno-

vation and workforce devel-

opment, specifically, com-

~munity  colleges, ~ the
Assistant Secretary of
" State for South and

-Central Asia Robert Blaké
,said at an event on Monday.

“With res “to higher
education * collaboration, I
am delighted that we will

- security,

annource  during . the
Dialogue the first eight part-
nership projects to be fund-
ed jointly- by the United
States and India through the
Obama-Singh 21st Century
Knowledge Initiative. :
", These , approx-
imately quarter-million dol-
lar grants will be used for
joint  projects  between
American and Indian uni-
versities in the areas of food
energy, climate
change and public health,
among others,” Blake said at
the event organised by the
US-India World  Affairs
Institute. —PTI
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Singapore is new B-school hub

Nearly 3,000 Indian students go to that country everyyear to pursue management courses

DISHA KANWAR & M SARASWATHY
New DelhiiMumbai, 6 June

with a 682 sq km area,

about half the size of
Delhl, is becoming a hot desti-
nation for Indian aspirants of
management education, and
at the same time it is getting
greater attention from the glob-
al educational fraternity.

Slew Kheng Kang, Regional
Director, Singapore Tourism
Boand says, “In its totality, there
are gbout 70,000 international
students in Singapore. About
3,000 Indian students go every
yeartostudy in Singapore. The
number of such Indian stu-
. dents has been growing steadl-
Iy at 20 per cent year-on-year."

A report by the British
research institute, Observatory
on  Borderless  Higher
Education (OBHE) said educa-
tion hub status has become an
aspiration of many Asian gov-
ernments, particularly in East
Asla, “International branch
campuses are the most visible
and crucial element of this
aspiration,” the OBHE said,
adding: “The new data suggest
that Singapore is meeting its
aspirations most successfully.”

OBHE said the number of
international branch campus-
esinSingapore ‘shotup’ from 12
to 18 in two years, Newcomers
include EDHEC Business
School of France, invited by the
Monetary  Authority  of
Singapore, UK's University
College, London  and
Manchester and, from the US,
MIT and Stanford research cen-
tres. Scotland’s Glasgow and
US's Yale are also planning
campuses here.

Proximity to India is one of
thecrucial reasons for the pop-
ularity of Singapore, say indus-
try experts. “Singapore is in
close prosdmity to India. Beinga
drug-free and low-ctime coun-
try, it is the favoured destina-
tion in the eyes of the parents,”

chairman,

Singapote. a small Island

M

Stud

at Singap

Delhi. He said the cost of living
and tuition fee was approxi-
mately 20-25 per cent cheaper
as compared to the other pre-
mium, sought after destinations
like USA and UK.

At East Asia Institute of
Management, there beena
significant spike in the intake of
Indian students over the past
three years, especially in post-
graduate programmes. Travis
Kok, senior marketing & com-
munications execu-
tlve, [East Asia
Institute
Management, sard
that from an intake of
26 Indian students in
2009 in postgraduate
programmes, the
intake increased to 60
students in 2011. “At the Herlot
Watt University, Edinburgh
Business School, MBA is the
programme of choice among
Indian students,” said Kok.

He said apart from being a
metropolitan clty and one of
the safest countries In the
world, a recent listing by
London-based Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS) had ranked
Singapore asthe top Aslan city
for university education and
1Zthintheworld. .

Another institute. Singapore

experts

Proximity to
India Is one of
the crucial
reasons for the
popularity of .
Singapore, say

Unt fty. proTo:

Management University (SMU),

has also been a popular desti-
nation for students. “SMU is
one of the youngest universi-
ties to have been awarded long-
term, five-year AACSB & EQUIS
accreditation. In addition, we
have an interactive pedagogy,
an intensive but well-balanced
business education, high qual-
ity of faculty members, a cam-
pus located in the heart of the
business city facllitating a close
interaction with the
business communi-
tyand a diverse mix
of nationalities,”
said § N Venkat,
senior  assoclate
director, Office of
Postgraduate
Professional
Programme, SMU.

SMU also signed three
memoranda of understanding
(MOUs) in May 2012 with IIM
Bangalore, Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade and BSE
Institute respectively. The one
with the BSE Institute is for col-
laberation and conducting
training programmes and
research on Asia's financial and
capital markets. The MoU with
IFT is to collaborate on con-

ducting training programmes
and research. while the one

with IIM-B is for conducting
joint research and publication.

Venkat informed they hada
50 per cent increase in enrol-
ment from 2011 to 2012, which
includes Indian students as
well. The exact figure for the
number of Indian students on
campus was not available.
“Major Singapore companies
recruit students in SMU. Some
of our Indian students are back
in Indla and are working for
leading MNCs and Indian
companles,” he said.

He saild Indian students
have always sought SMU's pro-
grammes like MBA, Master of
IT in Business (Financial
Services). The fee for the full-
time MBA programme Is
Singapore $57,000 (¥24.5 lakh).
He said, Irdian students have
also enrolled in new pro-
grammes like PhD In Business
(General Management). As
there Is an overall growth in the
number of masters pro-
grammes in SMU, there is an
increase in number of students
from India and other coun-
tries,” he said. The fee for this
PhD programme Is Singapore
$1,26,000 {¥54.1 lakh), exclud-
ing 7 per cent service tax.

Industry experts believe sys-

temic changes were also resnon-

AN ISLAND OF
KNOWLEDGE

® There are about 70,000
international students
InSIngap?re 5

® About 3,000 Indian students
goeveryyeartostudyin
Singapore, and thelrnumber
Is growing at 20 per cent
year-on-year

. @ Research Institute

Observatory on Borderless
Higher Education says the
number of international
branch campuses in
Singapore rose from 2to18
Intwo years

® Arecentlisting by
London-based Quacquarelli *
Symonds ranked Singapore
asthe top Aslan dty for
university education and 2th
Inthe world

® Private education institutes,
whichwanttotake in t
international students,
must meet even higher
standards laid downbythe .
EduTrust, a quality asurance
markofthe (PE

m Singapore doesn't have a
central authority that accords
recognition to courses,
certificates or qualifications
Issued by PEis

sible for the country's popular-
ity. “Singapore has undergone
adynamic change Inits Private
Education Act. It now requires
all private education institutions
(PEIs) to be registered with the
Council for Private Educatlon
(CPE), a statutory board under
the Ministry of Education,
before commencing opera-
tions,” said Chopra. The validity
period of PEIs’ registration sta-
tus varies (one, four and six
years) based on how well a PEI
measures up to CPE's registra-
tion criteria. This provides pri-
vate education institutions with
the incentive to improve thelr
standards toattain alonger peri-
od of registration.

Shivanjee Dewangan, coun-

trv manaeger. International

of Manag t
Development Institute of
Singapore (MDIS), sald PEls,
which want to take in interna--
tional students, must meet
even higher standards laid
down by the EduTrust, a qual-
ity-assurance mark of the CPE,
“The EduTrust certification
scheme awards three ratings —
‘Edutrust Star' for excellent,

. ‘Edutrust’ for satisfactory and

‘Edutrust Provisional’ for min-
imum level of performance,
Till date, no institute has been
able to achieve the Edutrust
Star certificate. Institutes'
awards are made known pub-
licly on the CPE website, to
enable students to make a
more informed choice when
decidingwhich private educa-
tion institution to enroll in,”
sald Dewangan.

Another benefit from the
introduction of EduTrust is the
protection of students’ fees,
Private schools that are
EduTrust certified can collect
a maximum of 12 months’ fees
which have to be protected. The
fees have to be either put intoin
an Escrow bank account or the
school will have to buy Insur-
ance from the insurance com-
panles appointed by CPE. Over
600 private schools were forced
to shut down over the past two
years fornot meeting the crite-

‘rla stipulated by the Private
‘Education Act. Now, only

around 328 schools remain -
one-third of the estimated
1,000 schools in December
2009 — according to CPE.
However, experts say what
proves to be a deterrent to stu-
dents is the fact that Singapore
does not allow them to work
while pursuing their studies.
This is to keep dynamics of
their labour market intact.
Also, the curriculum is so
Intensive that there is hardly
any time for students to take
up part-time jobs. Singapore
doesn't have a central authori-
ty that accords recognition to
courses, certificates or qualifi-
cations issued bv PEls.
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